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23 April 2004
PRESS RELEASE (For Immediate Release)
A “Living” Guide demonstrates the commercial advantages gained by embracing the principles of Sustainable Development
Business Environment Council (BEC) is proud to announce today (23 Apr 04) the launch of the Hong Kong Business Guide to Sustainable Development (the Guide) – Hong Kong’s first bilingual, web-based, comprehensive information base targeting the Hong Kong business sector, produced by BEC and initiated by the BEC Working Group on Sustainable Development.

In launching the Guide, Mr Andrew Long, Chairman of Business Environment Council, highlighted the work as an important milestone for BEC as well as the local business sector, he said, “From this online, one-stop-shop platform, businesses can easily find out basic information, and practical examples of how to integrate sustainable development in their operations.  The Guide itself is a living resource, and will grow as new case studies, tools and references are added to keep businesses informed of the latest developments.”

One of the honourable keynotes of the ceremony, Dr Lily Chiang, Vice Chairman of Hong Kong General Chamber of Commerce, emphasized that although the concept of sustainable development in Hong Kong has received growing recognition, it is still an abstract and theoretical concept for many executives.  “To make sustainable development achieve its potential, it must be integrated into the planning, operation and measurement systems of business enterprises.  Therefore, we need an “Operation Manual” to translate the vision of sustainability into practical and effective solutions.  Today, the “Manual” published in the form of a Business Guide on the web, provides the concepts, experience and resources to help companies move towards sustainable business practices.”

Another keynote speaker, Dr Edgar Cheng of Vice Chairman of the Council for Sustainable Development, described the concept of sustainable development is reaching new levels of awareness and best practice in Hong Kong, involving government, business, and civil society.  He said, “The BEC guide provides a rich mine of information on the activities of its members and on resources in Hong Kong and abroad. It offers concrete evidence of the benefits of putting sustainability to work. Whether we come from business, government, or civil society, we share a common purpose, which is to make Hong Kong a vibrant, healthy and creative city. This new guide is a significant step in that direction.”

-END-

Appendix: About the Hong Kong Business Guide to Sustainable Development
For more information, please contact:
Ms Rose Fong
Marketing Manager

Business Environment Council

Rm 201, 2/F, Jockey Club Environmental Bldg, 77 Tat Chee Ave, Kln

Tel: 2784 3912
   Fax: 2784 6699
  Email: rose@bec.org.hk

BEC Website: www.bec.org.hk
Website of Hong Kong Business Guide to Sustainable Development: www.bec.org.hk/sd-guide

二零零四年四月二十三日
新聞稿(即時發放)
「指南」展示推行可持續發展
加強企業營商優勢
商界環保協會宣佈，「可持續發展香港企業指南」網頁於今日正式啟用。該指南由商界環保協會可持續發展工作小組統籌及製作，是本港首個向商界提供可持續發展資訊及成功個案的中英文網站。

於指南啟用典禮上，商界環保協會主席龍安德先生表示，「可持續發展香港企業指南」的啟用是協會和商界在推動可持續發展上的重要里程碑。他說：「從這個一站式的網頁中，企業家很容易便獲得可持續發展的最新資訊，並汲取如何將理念融入企業日常營運的成功經驗。指南是一個『活』的資源，因為內容將不斷被更新，加入更多成功個案、企業工具及參考資訊。」

典禮的主禮嘉賓、香港總商會副主席蔣麗莉博士強調，雖然近年可持續發展的概念已受廣泛認同，但對於不少企業家來說，這仍是一個抽象的理論。蔣氏道：「為了讓本地可持續發展得以落實，我們必須將其理論融入企業的策劃、營運及評估制度中。因此，我們需要一本『操作指引』，將可持續發展的理論成為可行及實用的有效方案。今日，這本『操作指引』終於面世，並透過互聯網提供可持續發展概念、實際經驗及資訊，讓企業能掌握推行可持續發展的有效方法。」
另一主禮嘉賓、可持續發展委員會副主席鄭維健博士形容，可持續發展概念已進一步引起各界關注及認同，越來越多政府部門、商界及大眾均將可持續發展的原則，引進業務營運及日常生活中。他說：「『可持續發展香港企業指南』提供豐富的可持續發展資訊，當中包括商界環保協會會員採納的可持續發展原則、本地及海外資源網絡等。這本指南的面世，令本地邁向可持續發展的新一頁，足以證明這概念為香港帶來莫大裨益，透過商界、政府及大眾的共同參與，令香港成為一個更健康及充滿朝氣的國際城市。」
-完-

附件：「可持續發展香港企業指南」簡介
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Appendix: About the Hong Kong Business Guide to Sustainable Development
附件：「可持續發展香港企業指南」簡介
This Guide is a project initiated by the BEC Working Group on Sustainable Development to promote the concept of sustainable development, and introduce the business benefits of embracing sustainable development in Hong Kong.  The Guide provides business tools and describes how some Hong Kong companies have demonstrated it.  BEC envisions the Guide will encourage more companies to take actions and share their experience in moving towards sustainable development.
本指南由商界環保協會可持續發展工作小組發起，用意透過本地企業，對香港的可持續發展作出貢獻。指南從企業的角度，指出達到可持續發展的實際方法及實質益處。這套指南亦提供企業工具，以及一些香港公司怎樣在他們的界別引入可持續發展的例子。協會希望能夠藉此吸引更多公司採取行動，分享經驗，一起創造一個更加可持續發展的香港。
What You Will Get From the Guide 這套指南會為您：
· An idea of how the concept of Sustainability Development helps your business. 說明可持續發展怎樣幫助您的企業。
· Global concept and principles of sustainable development, as well as local government and community initiatives in Hong Kong. 提供全球有關可持續發展的概念及原則，還有香港政府及社區的計劃。
· Practical experience in embracing the concept from Hong Kong companies, in the form of case studies collected on voluntary basis and presented in their original context. 透過有關公司自願提供的個案研究及其原文，讓您知道香港公司推行可持續發展的實際經驗。
· Examples of business tools to help you develop sustainability strategies for your companies, and to measure and report company sustainability performance. These tools are classified by purposes of measuring, reporting, managing, benchmarking and engaging stakeholders. 提供企業工具的樣本，這些企業工具可助您發展可持續策略，測量及報告公司可持續發展方面的表現。這些工具依目標分類，包括測量、管理、報告、基準及鼓勵利益相關者參與。
· An extensive resource list of local and overseas organizations, journals, reports and other reference materials. 提供廣泛的資源名單，包括本地與外國組織、期刊、報告及其他參考資料。
· Updates on sustainable development news and events - both local and international. 提供最新包括本地的和國際的可持續發展消息及活動。
About BEC Working Group on Sustainable Development 有關商界環保協會可持續發展工作小組
The mission of the Working Group is to identify, assess and present the views of the business community in sustainable development issues, educate BEC members and the wider business sector on these issues, and share local and international best practices and support the adoption of sustainable development practices.  The Working Group on Sustainable Development is one of BEC's working groups formed by the member organisations.  For more information about the Working Groups, please visit Working Groups page of the BEC website (www.bec.org.hk).

工作小組的宗旨是在可持續發展方面，指出、評估和陳述商界的觀點，並就這方面教育會員和其他企業，並分享本地及國際先進經驗，以支持本地可持續發展。可持續發展工作小組是商界環保協會成員組織組成的其中一個工作小組。如想知道更多有關工作小組事宜，請瀏覽商界環保協會網頁「工作小組」網頁 (www.bec.org.hk)。
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