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s office workers, we like to think

that our jobs have nothing to do

with pumping greenhouse gases
into the air. But consider the typical
business office. It is packed with com-
puters, printers, copiers, fax machines,
and a water cooler or two. Staff toil away
under artificial light and breathe condi-
tioned air from morning to night.

All of those appliances contribute to
our impact on the environment, our
carbon footprint, and ultimately global
warming. And they all add up. Offices
produce millions of tones of greenhouse
gasses per year in Hong Kong. Accord-
ing to the Environmental Protection
Department, buildings account for
around 89% of the city’s electricity con-
sumption.

Energy Audit

But businesses and employees are not
helpless. They can make many changes to
reduce their impact on the environment,
mostly by using energy more efficiently.
This is exactly what the Chamber is advo-
cating with Phase II of Project Clean Air.
And to walk the talk, it has implemented
in its head office the reccommendations in
the Clean Air Charter to qualify for the
scheme’s certification program.

“We looked at our energy usage to
see if there was wastage that we could
save,” says Yanny Lee, Assistant Manag-
er for Operations at the Chamber, who
oversaw measures recommended by the
Business Environment Council to re-
duce energy and resources usage. “Some
steps were complex, such as fitting ener-
gy efficient ballasts in lighting, but many

Companies who have signed the Clean Air Charter can apply to have an
energy audit by the Business Environment Council, which will look at their

businesses’ total energy usage and suggest steps to cut it. Visit www.bec.orghk for
more details.

were remarkably simple and quick, such
as asking staff to switch off equipment
and lights when they leave the office.”

As a result, the Chamber’s energy
audit revealed that energy consump-
tion in 2007 was around 10% less than
in 2006. Work in early 2008 to reduce
the number of fluorescent tubes in
the office, as well as replace old office
equipment with more energy efficient
models are expected to reap more sav-
ings this year. The government’s website
lists energy-efficient office equipment
(www.energyland.emsd.gov.hk.)

“It was important to get the senior
management’s backing for this effort
to drive it forward. Now that staff are
aware of the resources that they are
consuming, everybody habitually turns
off their lights when they go out for
lunch, reuses paper whenever possible
if they need to print, and other little
measures,” Ms Lee said. “As a result, our
stationary use is down, we replace the
printer toner cartridges less often, etc.,
so we are not only saving resources, but
also money.” &



