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Dr Andrew Thomson
Chief Executive Offi cer, Business Environment Council

Dr Thomson has over 20 years of working experience including 15 years in Asia undertaking environmental and 
corporate social responsibility (CSR) programs for business and public clients. As CEO of the Business Environment 
Council (BEC), he is responsible for realising the mission of the organisation; to advocate the business case for 
sustainable development, and encourage the uptake of practices, which reduce waste, conserve resources, prevent 
pollution and improve corporate environmental and social responsibility. Dr Thomson specializes in strategies for 

corporate sustainability from development of framework management systems (ISO 14001, ISO 18000, SA 8000 etc) to more in depth 
implementation plans for cleaner production, waste minimization, energy effi ciency and corporate governance.  

He serves in the many public and private capacities, including Member of HKSAR Government’s Harbour-front Enhancement Committee, 
Council for Sustainable Development’s Strategy Sub-Committee, and Environment Bureau’s Waste Disposal Appeal Board Panel. He 
also serves as Member - Hong Kong Quality Assurance Agency’s OHSAS 18001 Technical Committee, Founding Member - BEAM 
Society, Executive Committee Member - Climate Change Business Forum, Executive Committee Member - Harbour Business Forum, 
BEC Liaison to the World Business Council for Sustainable Development, Judging Panel Member - ACCA Sustainability Reporting 
Awards, Chair of Judging Panel & Organizing Committee Member of Hong Kong Awards for Industries, Awards Committee Member 
of Hong Kong Awards for Environmental Excellence, Member of Project Chambers, and Member of Hong Kong General Chamber of 
Commerce.

Mr David Nieh 
General Manager, Shui On Land Limited

Mr David Nieh serves as General Manager for Shui On Land. He is a registered architect and certifi ed planner, as 
well as an accredited professional in sustainable design. He formerly directed the studio for Skidmore, Owings and 
 Merrill’s  Shanghai offi ce, and was Chief Architect for the City of San Jose and Redevelopment Agency. He has taught    
 architecture, urban design and urban studies at Stanford University and is an honorary member of the  International 
Society for City and Regional Planners and a member of the China Planning Network.

With social consciousness and energy sustainability as key principles, his projects are large-scale and urban in nature, focusing on the 
translation of strategic planning initiatives into the implementation of infrastructure, architecture and built form. His work has won 
numerous awards and he has been a guest speaker in Asia, North America and Europe. He holds a Masters of Architecture in Urban 
Design degree from Harvard University and a Masters of Architecture degree from the University of California, Berkeley.

Mr Alfred Sit
Assistant Director, Electrical and Mechanical Services Department, HKSAR Government

Mr Alfred Sit is an Assistant Director of the Electrical and Mechanical Services Department (EMSD) of the HKSAR 
Government. He has been working in the fi eld of electrical and mechanical engineering for more than 20 years and 
his work experiences i nclude design, operation and maintenance of various electrical and mechanical facilities in 
 government as well as legislative and law  enforcement works responsible by EMSD. He is currently the Head of 
the Energy Effi ciency Offi ce of EMSD to provide technical expertise and drive for energy effi ciency and conservation   

 programs in Hong Kong. One of the key initiatives is to promulgate the mandatory implementation of the Building Energy Codes by 
means of legislation.

  
Ms Maria Pereira, City Director – Hong Kong
Clinton Climate Initiative (CCI), William J. Clinton Foundation

Ms Maria Pereira serves as facilitator of Clinton Climate Initiative’s (CCI) initiatives for cleaner energy, in  collaboration 
with the C40 group of cities and  working with government and business.  Through sharing of best practice, CCI helps 
i mplement investments to  increase  energy effi ciency and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Specifi c  activities include 
technical support in  alliance with energy service companies, formation of purchasing consortium and  negotiation 
of  fi nancing packages, in order to a ccelerate implementation of cleaner energy processes.  Programs include 

 building  retrofi ts, port and airport management, lighting, waste management and transport.  A focus in Hong Kong is  building energy 
 effi ciency.  

She is previously Managing Director of Brown Brothers Harriman & Co. in Hong Kong and New York, and  subsequently independent 
investment adviser. She joined CCI in April, 2008.  Her business experience spans the United States, Canada, Brazil,  Europe and Asia.  
She was awarded an MSc Environmental Technology from Imperial College, London, and an MBA  Finance from University of California, 
Berkeley.  Other than English, she speaks French, Portuguese and Cantonese.
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Ir Ronald Sydney Chin
Chairman, Hong Kong Association of Energy Engineers

Ir Ronald Chin is the Chairman of the Hong Kong Association of Energy Engineers since 2006.  He is also a Past 
 Chairman of the Chartered Institution of Building Services Engineers, Hong Kong Branch. Currently, he is the 
 Assistant Director (Building Services) of the Architectural Services Department (ArchSD) responsible for all  building 
services engineering and electrical and mechanical engineering matters as well as being the Green Manager of the 
 Department. He is also the delegated Head of Grade for all building services professionals and  technical staff of the 

Electrical and  Mechanical Services Department including staff of the building services discipline seconded to ArchSD and the Fire 
 Services  Department. 

He is an Adjunct Professor in the Department of Building Services Engineering of the Hong Kong  Polytechnic University. He has 
 presented numerous papers on building services, energy effi ciency and conservation and other environmental  issues  involving 
the built environment during conferences organized by the United Nations, Asia-Pacifi c Economic Cooperation (APEC), Chartered 
 Institution of Building Services Engineers, American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning Engineers, Inc. and Hong 
Kong  Institution of Engineers, as well as technical exchanges with the Mainland.

Ms Janet Pau
Program Director, Asia Business Council

Ms Janet Pau is Program Director of the Asia Business Council.  She leads various research initiatives for the Council 
and is an editor of the Chinese version of the Asia Business  Council’s book Building Energy Effi ciency: Why Green 
Buildings Are Key to Asia’s Future. The study looks at the economic and  environmental  importance of greater energy 
effi ciency in Asia’s buildings.  

Prior to joining the Council, she was a manager at A.T. Kearney’s Global Business Policy Council, focusing on emerging market 
 issues related to competitiveness, global trade and investment, and sustainability. She has done consulting projects for corporate and 
 government clients around the world, written articles, and been interviewed in publications including Foreign Policy magazine and 
international newspapers. Prior to these, she worked for the United Nations Secretariat. She graduated from Yale University (Bachelor 
of Arts) and Harvard University (Master in Public Policy).

Mr Robert Allender
Managing Director, Energy Resources Management

Mr Robert Allender is Managing Director of Energy Resources Management where, for the past 15 years, he has fi lled 
various roles ranging from defacto Vice-President-of-Energy-Management all the way to energy-waste  overseer. If it 
has to do with energy management, he has probably done it.

He holds a Bachelor of Science degree from Cornell University, and was the fi rst person in Asia to receive Certifi ed 
Energy Manager accreditation from the Association of Energy Engineers, of which he is now a life member.

Mr Danton Lee
Director, Gammon Construction Limited

Mr Danton Lee is Director of Building Division in Gammon Construction. He joined Gammon in 1991 as a Project 
 Manager in the building sector business. His scope covered both building maintenance and new building construction. 
The new roles broadened his competence in other areas such as planning, mechanical and electrical co-ordination, 
commercial awareness and organizational arrangements.

He is currently overseeing the Tamar Development project, the most spectacular iconic buildings in Hong Kong being built. It is a 
design and build contract, whereby Gammon have the liberty to adopt a lot of environmental features to fulfi ll the commitment to 
sustainability – “The sky will be blue”.

Prior to joining Gammon, he has been working in large scale civil and building projects for more than 29 years, included MTR  Corporation 
station construction and major infrastructure. He had involvement in the design work, project management, and site supervision. He 
holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Civil Engineering and an MBA degree. He is also a member of Hong Kong Institute of  Engineer.
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